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When Can You Join A Medicare Drug Plan?

You can join a Medicare drug plan when you first become eligible for Medicare and each
year from October 15th through December 7th. However, if you lose your current
creditable prescription drug coverage, through no fault of your own, you will also be eligible
for a two (2) month Special Enroliment Period (SEP) to join a Medicare drug plan.

What Happens To Your Current Coverage If You Decide to Join A Medicare Drug
Plan?

If you decide to join a Medicare drug plan, your GHPP coverage will be affected.

If you do decide to enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan, be aware that this will
be your principal source of drug coverage. GHPP will not provide wrap-around drug
coverage. This means that GHPP will not be supplementing the drug coverage of the
Part D drug plan that you chose. However, GHPP will provide coverage for drugs
specifically excluded in the Medicare drug plans.

At this time, enrollment into a Medicare drug plan is not required by GHPP. You will retain
your current GHPP drug coverage if you choose not to enroll in a Medicare Part D drug
plan. However, if you do choose to enroll into a Medicare drug plan, you will [ose your
GHPP drug coverage except for those drugs that are specifically excluded in the Part D
drug plans.

If you currently are designated a Medicare-Medi-Cal (Medi-Medi) recipient, enroliment into
a Medicare drug plan is mandatory and you will receive a notice from Medicare that you
have been auto-enrolled into one of the participating prescription drug plans. If you have
been auto-enrolled, GHPP will only pay for drugs that are specifically excluded from Part D
drug plans.

Your current GHPP coverage pays for other health expenses, in addition to prescription
drugs, and you will still be eligible to receive all of your current other health benefits if you
choose to enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan.

When Will You Pay A Higher Premium (Penalty) To Join A Medicare Drug Plan?

You should also know that if you drop or lose your current coverage with GHPP and don’t
join a Medicare drug plan within 63 continuous days after your current coverage ends, you
may pay a higher premium (a penalty) to join a Medicare drug plan later.











