
 
  

 
 

  
  

   
 

  
     

        
       

    
     

   
  

    
      

     
      

       
     

  
     
         

            
  

     
       

     
       

     
    

 
       
     

      
      

        
 
 

 
 
 

News Release 
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(916) 440-7660  
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DATE: May 12, 2022 

DHCS INCREASES ITS INVESTMENT IN  
CALIFORNIA  EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS  TO ADDRESS  

OVERDOSE DEATHS,  MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS   

SACRAMENTO — The CalBridge Behavioral Health Navigator Program (Bridge 
Navigator Program), a project of The Public Health Institute/CA Bridge under contract 
with the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS), is accepting applications for 
funding to place behavioral health navigators in emergency departments to expand 
access to substance use and mental health services. The application deadline is May 
31, 2022. 

With $8.5 million in funding, the Bridge Navigator Program aims to expand the 
emergency department workforce to address the urgent need for behavioral health 
patient care. Drug overdose deaths more than doubled in California from 2017 to 2021, 
and mental health emergencies are rising. Addiction and mental illnesses often result in 
life or death emergencies, so it is imperative that emergency departments provide 
evidence-based treatment 24/7 in all communities. 

“DHCS is committed to getting people the help they need for addiction and mental 
illness,” said DHCS Director Michelle Baass. “Helping to get patient navigators in every 
emergency department is going to positively change the outcomes of many lives.” 

From 2020 to 2022, DHCS invested $20 million, through State Opioid Response grant 
funding, to launch the Behavioral Health Pilot Project to place navigators in 206 hospital 
emergency departments, with the goal of expanding access to medication assisted 
treatment (MAT) for individuals presenting in the emergency department. To date, 
95,000 patients have seen a navigator. Of these, 76,000 were identified as having an 
opioid use disorder, and 32,000 were treated with medication for opioid use disorder. 

DHCS aims to implement the Bridge Navigator Program through enhanced federal 
funding to support initiatives that expand and strengthen Medi-Cal’s Home and 
Community-Based Services. This will increase the number of behavioral health 
navigators in emergency departments that currently participate in the CA Bridge 
program, and expand the program to new emergency departments across the state. 

-more-

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov&data=04%7C01%7Canthony.cava%40dhcs.ca.gov%7C3361b08af8f64b5b01af08d898793ddd%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C637426993800127048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MViXArM5L6sX82UkevKbMuN9TnSSkgo3K%2FtXhZIc2ac%3D&reserved=0
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.cdc.gov*2Fnchs*2Fnvss*2Fvsrr*2Fdrug-overdose-data.htm&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=iOwYI5KOxOaMs3DiFhDDRd0xPgG1Smhtz*2FLabR5qlmM*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-ZWQ3YI0g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fjamanetwork.com*2Fjournals*2Fjamapsychiatry*2Ffullarticle*2F2775991&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=6xT0s*2FzEOxSHykiuM*2BHP*2BDNsXkakSInjrDu2Jz5NcK0*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-ZXHUAk0w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fcabridge.org*2Fgeneral*2Fbehavioral-health-pilot-project-bhpp*2F&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=y7lTBBGUY8Qtwgey0go7sXhLwWzNuQO2HsRisBO2MUM*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-YzRsrHZg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov*2Fprovgovpart*2FPages*2FHCBS.aspx&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=nwCLxDU1W6NoIHT5xJQBY8XkpFdG2KWA8Yo4lQq1xag*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-biU_J4mQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov*2Fprovgovpart*2FPages*2FHCBS.aspx&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=nwCLxDU1W6NoIHT5xJQBY8XkpFdG2KWA8Yo4lQq1xag*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-biU_J4mQ$
www.dhcs.ca.gov
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Hospitals participating in the Bridge Navigator Program will address substance use 
disorder as a treatable medical emergency, using trained navigators to identify patients 
who would benefit from MAT or behavioral health services. CA Bridge will offer all 
participating hospitals access to materials, training, and technical assistance for 
navigators, clinicians, nurses, community health workers, and other hospital staff and 
stakeholders to implement this new standard of care throughout the state. Every 
emergency department in the state of California is eligible for funding. 

“It is often said that it takes 17 years to go from research to standard practice in 
medicine, but people are dying, and we don’t have that long,” said Aimee Moulin, MD, 
Co-Founder of CA Bridge. “All communities deserve evidence-based medication for 
addiction and mental health treatment at their local hospital. Hospitals should apply 
now.” 

# # # 

ABOUT  THE  CA  BRIDGE  PROGRAM  
The CA Bridge Program, a program of the Public Health Institute, is working to ensure 
that people with substance use disorders receive 24/7 high-quality care in every 
California health system by 2025. The program seeks to fully integrate addiction 
treatment into standard medical practice, breaking down barriers to accessible 
treatment and saving lives. More information is available at www.cabridge.org. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fcabridge.org*2Fsolution*2Four-work*2Fca-bridge-navigator-program*2F&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=UIO56ftrWqBGYnR4QQaFl4RjNRwvIlmmQC2elt*2FekyY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-Zmfv6U3w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fcabridge.org*2Fsolution*2Four-work*2Fca-bridge-navigator-program*2F&data=05*7C01*7CRodger.Butler*40chhs.ca.gov*7C90ff3d619018468617ee08da33cf246a*7C95762673f4ed4bb6ac42439d725bf5e8*7C0*7C0*7C637879262019920120*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=UIO56ftrWqBGYnR4QQaFl4RjNRwvIlmmQC2elt*2FekyY*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!EuW5fDSpzeg!cA0F2SzpyRloC2KldZy-rrP5HorL1z84Rmt6Y5ai2Dm5QmpKiKldlcGLGGi7F_hbLJaW4jmxZyOWAsqaMUC8CQJNp-Zmfv6U3w$
http://www.phi.org/
http://www.cabridge.org/
www.cabridge.org
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